MINUTES
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Thursday, May 2, 2019
4:00 P.M.

The Sunset Hills Public Works Committee met on Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 4:00 P.M. in the
Public Works Conference Room located at 3939 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
Roll Call.
Present:
Kurt Krueger – Chairman
Thompson Price
Ann McMunn.
Absent:
Casey Wong
Also present:
Bryson E. Baker, PE – Director of Public Works / City Engineer
Wesley E. Searcy – Assistant City Engineer
Erin Achenbach – The Suncrest Call Newspaper

1.

Approval of Minutes from September 6, 2018

Chairman Krueger asked if there were any amendments to the minutes from the last
meeting. Alderman Price indicated on page 4, that Eric Sterman spoke in the affirmative with
regard to prioritizing requested sidewalks. The committee recommended approval of the
minutes as amended. Mr. Searcy said he would make that adjustment and post the amended
minutes tomorrow.
Motion: To approve the minutes as amended,
Action: Approve,
Moved by Thompson Price,
Seconded by Ann McMunn.
Motion passed unanimously.

2.

Citizen Comments (10 Minutes Set Aside For Comments)
(Comments Only – No Questions – 2 Minutes Per Citizen)
There were no citizen comments.

3.

Solar LED Street Lights - Kaila Bratcher Director, Business Development, ClearWorld

Ms. Kaila Bratcher of Clearworld was introduced to the Committee via teleconference to
give a presentation on Solar LED streetlights. Ms. Bratcher gave a background of her company;
spoke of the different models available, configurations, performance, method of direct
interaction with municipalities, application of different uses, and survivability in severe weather.
She opened the discussion up to questions.
Alderman Krueger asked if the information of this presentation was available online. Ms.
Bratcher said no, but there are some examples there and she could send the committee more
information.
Ms. Bratcher continued on with on & off-grid applications, concrete base installation,
investment models associated, design considerations that keep solar panels clean,
maintenance considerations, retrofit applications, safety considerations including disaster zone
performance after an event. She spoke of battery performance with extended outage periods,
smart city applications with phone, Wi-fi, and smart camera matters. Ms. Bratcher spoke of cost
versus payback performance matters with the added benefit of environmental savings. She
spoke of a 10 year performance guarantee with an industry standard of a 12-15 year battery life.
Ms. Bratcher covered winter time performance and smart phone control, which concluded her
presentation. She asked for further questions.
Alderman Price asked about battery performance and expected life cycles for them. Ms.
Bratcher responded that the battery life is typically 12-15 years, with Clearworld guaranteeing
them for the first 10. She said that the lithium ion batteries cost about $500 now and this should
go down with future economies of production scale. Ms. Bratcher speculated that number could
by 30% to half that cost in a few years.
Alderman Price asked how difficult the batteries were to replace are. Ms. Bratcher said
that with removal of the plastic cap and the batteries are simply screwed in, there are quick
terminal disconnects, and you’re ready to replace the battery.
Alderman Krueger asked about the details concerning the cost and the engineering of the
foundation. Ms. Bratcher responded that typically the cities have forces in-house to cover these
details, but if needed Clearworld could help in this area. Mr. Searcy asked if this was consistent
with what we currently see for a standard light footing. Ms. Bratcher showed a 4’ deep, 2’
diameter Sonnotube foundation with #5 rebar & hoops on 6” centers.
Alderman McMunn asked if the standalone style was the one under consideration. Mr.
Baker responded that it depended on location and area application. Ms. Bratcher indicated that
this was the light suggested in the proposal.
Mr. Searcy asked about performance to down of the units. Ms. Bratcher detailed that the
lights run 100% until midnight and meter back to 35-50% until just before dawn, then run 100%
for early morning joggers, then off at sunrise.
Ms. Bratcher covered some financing options through the state of Missouri called “PACE
Financing” at 2% as well as Clearworld offers something similar. She added that it works by

monthly payments similar to a normal charge for a regular light at $30-50/month. She showed a
list of participating municipalities of one of these finance programs.
This concluded the presentation. Alderman Krueger said it would be discussed with the
general Board of Aldermen and the City would be in touch with a response.
After the presentation, Chairman Krueger asked for a briefing on this application. Mr.
Baker responded that this was in response to a request for the Leebur/Hilltop corridor. He
explained some of the details concerning easement acquisition and other requirements by
Ameren the drive up the cost on such considerations. Mr. Searcy explained that two lights were
already placed on the overhead electric on Hilltop. He said that points south on Leebur were
underground with the three locations determined at Aldred, Kalinda, and Burrow. Mr. Searcy
compared this with the request on Windswept where the total was about $6,000 per light.
The committee discussed the current relationship with Ameren with regard to the payment
for street lights throughout the City, the policy of application to private streets, total cost of lights,
the number of street lights in the City, that lights for the most part are not metered, the specific
locations for this pilot program, etc.
Alderman Price asked what staff was requesting. Mr. Baker asked for a recommendation
to proceed with a proposal to bring this back to the Public Works Committee, for a possible
recommendation to the Board of Aldermen.
Motion: To bring this pilot program of three solar lights to the Public Works Committee for
further consideration,
Action: Approve,
Moved by Kurt Krueger - Chairman,
Seconded by Ann McMunn.
Motion passed unanimously.
There was further discussion on the different types of solar lights available, the relative
performance, the need to evaluate other vendors, and generally the appearance of these units
in the community.

4.

ADA Sidewalk Study

Chairman Krueger asked for an update on this topic. Mr. Baker responded that he will be
looking for a consultant to evaluate our network of ADA sidewalk ramps, develop criteria that will
be used in future projects to tend to ADA needs. He said this would better equip the City to be
prepared to meet consideration for future projects from MoDOT and East-West Gateway. Mr.
Baker said it was termed an “ADA Transition Plan.”

5.

Zoning Code Update

Chairman Krueger asked for an update on this topic. Mr. Baker responded that the
original draft was sent out to Houseal Lavigne. He said that an updated draft should return

tomorrow and we were an iterative process of reviews on the new document before
consideration by Planning & Zoning.
Chairman Krueger asked about the Architectural guidelines. Mr. Baker responded that
Houseal Lavigne was given our input on this, but he had not seen a draft in response and was
not sure of the timeline on this item.

6.

7.

Project Updates:


Lindbergh Sidewalk Project - Mr. Baker said this project is out for bid.



Mentz Hill Acres Bridge Repair – Mr. Baker responded that bids were received and
will be up for approval by the Board this month for potential award.



City Hall Parking Lot Improvements – Mr. Baker said that this project was awarded at
the last Board of Aldermen meeting and we were preparing for a pre-construction
meeting to get this project started. Mr. Searcy provided further detail on the scope
and schedule for this work.

Other Matters Deemed Appropriate

Mr. Baker said that he assumed that everyone got the memo on the EWGW approval for
the West Watson resurfacing. He said that the project ranked 13th out of over 100 projects in
the area.

The meeting adjourned at 5:08pm.

Respectfully,

___________________________
Bryson E. Baker, PE
City Engineer / Director of Public Works

